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_ PROCEEDINGS OF THE 


ROYAL ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
OF LONDON 


SERIES C. JOURNAL OF MEETINGS 


VoLuME 17. No. 2, 1952 


ORDINARY MEETING 


WEDNESDAY, 5TH Marcu, 1952, at 5.30 p.m. 


AGENDA 


1. Confirmation of the Proceedings of the Ordinary Meeting held on 6th February, 
1952. 


2. Recommendations of candidates for Fellowship. 
3. Announcement of election of new Fellows. 
4, Additions to the Library. [See page 10.] 


5. Admission of Fellows. 


Any Fellow who has not been formally admitted to the Society under 
Chapter XIV, Section 4 of the Bye-laws and attends the meeting on 
5th March, 1952, is requested to inform the Secretary before 5.15 p.m. on 
that date, 


6. Exhibits. 

Fellows are particularly requested to bring suitable exhibits to the Meeting 
even though it may not be possible to announce their intention to do so before- 
hand. 

Note.—To avoid congestion in the Library and to enable exhibits to be 
displayed to greater advantage, a table has been placed in the meeting- 
room for this purpose. Fellows are asked to place their exhibits on 
this table, with a suitable explanatory note, as soon as possible on the 
afternoon of the meeting, so that they are available for inspection 
there before the meeting opens. 


7. Communications. 
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1. Mr. P. B. Carne (a visitor). 
(Division of Entomology, C.S.1.R.0., Canberra.) 


The Australian Pasture Scarab, Aphodius howitts Hope. 


[ABSTRACT. | 


The Australian Scarabaeid, Aphodius howitti Hope, is probably the only 
member of the primitive sub-family ApHop1mNAE which is of economic significance. 
It is a pest of sown and improved pastures in South-eastern Australia, the damage 
being caused by the larva which, although preferring dung, is well able to subsist 
upon living vegetation, subterranean clover (7. subterranewm) being especially 
favoured. In addition to a general account of the life cycle of this species, two 
aspects of its ecology are discussed in some detail. 

Firstly, the behaviour pattern of the adult, which has proved to be of greater 
complexity than was at first realised, together with an account of the physical 
factors influencing flight activity. It is of some fundamental interest that adults. 
of Aphodius howitti lay two batches of eggs, the size of the first being determined 
by the larval food supply, the second by that of the adult. Although the adult 
feeds on dung alone, the first oviposition allows of the maintenance of populations. 
in areas of ungrazed turf, such as golf links and lawns. Flights are initiated by 
falling light intensity over a certain critical range, while the degree to which they 
develop is strongly correlated with soil moisture and temperature. 

Secondly, the larvae are the only Australian scarab larvae known to appear 
on the soil surface. They migrate freely at night under wet conditions, forming 
vertical burrows from which foraging activity is conducted. A study of the 
dependence of larval migration upon wet conditions suggests an explanation for 
the observation that damage to pastures is most severe in years in which the 
autumn and winter rainfall is evenly distributed. 

Photographs and diagrams serve to illustrate the matters discussed. 


2. Mr. F. J. Manning. 
Some interesting Fossil Insects. 


[ABSTRACT. | 


The following fossil insect groups will be discussed : 


(1) Sycopteron symmetrica Bolton, a Megasecopteron representing a secon- 
dary wing-folding group from the Upper Carboniferous. 
(2) The Pssuposiricipax of the Jurassic of Solnhofen and Schernfeld. 
(3) Excellently preserved Baltic amber material from the Scheele Collection,. 
Geologisches Staatsinstitut, Hamburg, including : 
(a) Fossil snakeflies (adult and larvae). 
(0) A sialid larva. 
(c) Fossil bees. 


Through the kindness of Dr. W. Hantzschel permission has been granted to 
show the amber material at the meeting. Dr. C. O. van Regteren Altena, Con- 
servator, Teyler’s Stichting, Haarlem, has also very kindly lent some Pssupo- 
SIRICIDAE (not types), which will also be shown. 

The paper will be illustrated by lantern slides. 


Tea will be served in the Library before the meeting. 
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SPECIAL NOTICE. 
Union Internationale pour 1’Etude des Insectes Sociaux. 


A meeting will be held in the Society’s rooms on Wednesday 12th March at 
2.30 p.m. to discuss the formation of a British branch of the above Union Any 
entomologist who cannot attend the meeting is invited to send his observations 
to the Registrar. 


Serial Publications in the Library of the Royal Entomological Society of London. 


A list of the serial publications in the Society’s Library, with the titles abbre- 
viated in accordance with the World List of Scientific Periodicals, has now been 
ae Copies may be obtained in the Society’s office, price (to Fellows) 
3s. 9d. 

In accordance with the instruction of Council and with the approval of the 
Meeting held on 6th February the following Humble Addresses have been sub- 
mitted to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, and Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth, 
the Queen Mother. 


TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 


The Humble Address of the President, Council and Fellows of the Royal 
Entomological Society of London. 


Most Gracious SOVEREIGN, 


We, Your Majesty’s loyal and dutiful subjects, the President, 
Council and Fellows of the Royal Entomological Society of London, 
humbly beg leave to offer to Your Majesty our deep and sincere sympathy 
in the great sorrow which has befallen You by the death of Your well 
beloved Father, our late Sovereign Lord, King George the Sixth. The 
great loss which has been suffered by Your Majesty and Your Royal 
House is shared in all parts of Your Majesty’s Dominions, and through- 
out the world. 

While thus expressing our deep sorrow, we most humbly beg leave 
to tender to Your Majesty our loyal and most heartfelt congratulations 
upon Your Majesty’s Accession to the Throne of Your Ancestors. 

We humbly trust that Your Majesty may be graciously pleased to 
continue to extend to our Corporate Body that August Patronage which 
it has enjoyed at the hands of Your Majesty’s Royal Predecessors. 

That Your Majesty may long and graciously reign over a happy and 
prosperous people united under the Crown in loyalty and affection, will 
ever be our earnest prayer. 


Given under the Common Seal of the Society, this twelfth day of 
February, in the year one thousand, nine hundred and fifty-two. 


N. D. RILEY, President. 
N. E. HICKIN, Treasurer. 
E. B. BRITTON, Secretary. 


TO HER MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY 
THE QUEEN ELIZABETH. 


The Humble Address of the President, Council and Fellows of the 
Royal Entomological Society of London. 


Mapa, 


We, the President, Council and Fellows of the Royal Ento- 
mological Society of London, humbly beg leave to offer to Your Majesty 
our deep and heartfelt sympathy in the grievous loss which has been 
suffered by Your Majesty and the Royal House, in the death of our 
Beloved Sovereign Lord, King George the Sixth, our Patron, whose 
Memory will ever be gratefully cherished at home and abroad, and not 
least by those whose devotion to the cause of Science has ever met 
with His sympathetic recognition and approval. 


Given under the Common Seal of the Society, this twelfth day of 
February, in the year one thousand, nine hundred and fifty-two. 


N. D. RILEY, President. 
N. E. HICKIN, Treasurer. 
EK. B. BRITTON, Secretary. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE ORDINARY MEETING HELD ON 6TH FEBRUARY, 1952. 


Mr. N. D. Ritey, C.B.E., President, in the Chair. 


Present 83 Fellows and 18 Visitors. 


The President moved an expression of the deep sense of loss which the Nation 
had suffered in the death of His Majesty, King George the Sixth, the Society’s 
Patron. In accordance with custom a Humble Address of Condolence and Con- 
gratulation was being prepared by Council for submission to Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth the Second. A Humble address of Condolence was also being pre- 
pared for submission to Her Majesty the Queen Mother. Fellows stood in silence 
and signified their concurrence. 

The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 5th December, 1951, and of the. 
Annual Meeting held on 16th January, 1952, were confirmed and signed by the 
President. 

The President announced that he had appointed Mr. H. Oldroyd, Dr. 0. W. 
Richards and Mr. A. Welti as Vice-Presidents for the coming year. 

The names of the following candidates for election were read for the first time : 
Mr. Mansur Ahmed, B.Sc.; Mr. Gerald Gilbert Cavanagh; Mr. Thomas Henry 
Coaker ; Mr. Ronald Dennis Eady; Mr. Victor Frank EKastop, B.Sc. ; Dr. Mario 
Giaquinto-Mira ; Mr. Nigel G. M. Hague; Mr. G. H. Haswell; Mr. Harold 
Inglesent ; Miss Astrid Loken; Mr. Stanley Arthur Manning; Mr. Thomas 
Jackson Mortimer; Mr. Bernard A. Pinder; Mr. William J effrey Sanders; Mr. 
Dayal Saran Srivastava, M.Sc.; and Mr. Brian Roy Stuckenberg, B.Sc. 
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For the second time (taken as read): Mr. Antonio Jorge da Silva Barbosa ; 
Mr. Dermot Bevan, B.Sc.; Mr. A. N. Burns; Miss Janet Mary Chamberlain ; 
Mr. Horace Gregson; Mr. David Guthrie; Mr. James Gray Halcrow, B.Sc. ; 
Mr. Edward Tremayne Hamlyn; Mr. Michael Gerrans Ridpath; Mr. Herbert 
Marshall Russell; Mr. Stanley Shaw; Mr. Bhagawati Prasad Singh; Mr. L. A. 
Tillin ; and Mr. Arthur Worth. , 

The Secretary read the names of the following newly elected Fellows of the 
Society : 

Mr. R. F. Chapman, B.Sc., 16, Buckhurst Way, Buckhurst Hill, Essex; Mr. 
John Brand Free, Rothamsted Experimental Station, Harpenden, Herts; Mr. 
Abdalla Habib, Faculty of Agriculture, Shebin El Kom, Egypt; Mr. James 
Shanks Hough, Biology Department,.The College, Keele, near Stoke-on-Trent ; 
Mr, M. M. Megahed, B.Sc., Zoology Dept., The University, Glasgow, W.2; Mr. 
Donald Alexander Odd, F.Z.8., Yew Tree Cottage, South Street, South Chailey, 
near Lewes, Sussex; Mr. Ronald John Bentley Power, B.Sc., Tsetse Survey and 
Control, Dept. of Veterinary Services, P.O. Kabete, Kenya ; Mr. Howard Brough 
Sargent, 8, Bay View Terrace, Porthleven, Helston, Cornwall; and Mr. W. H. T. 
Tams, 20, Ranelagh Avenue, Fulham, London, 8.W.6. 

The Secretary announced that the following had been elected an Honorary 
Fellow of the Society: Dr. Georg Ulmer, Hamburg-Rahlstedt, Lohheide 28 
(Meiendorf), Germany. 

Thanks were voted to donors of gifts to the Library since the last meeting. 

Mr. R. F. Chapman and Mr. W. H. T. Tams signed the Obligation Book and 
were admitted Fellows of the Society. 

Mr. C. N. Hawkins, exhibited, on behalf of Dr. K. G. Blair, a female specimen 
of Lathophane (Graptolitha) lapidea Hiibner, new to the British list, fuller details 
of which appeared on page 2. 

Miss L. EH. Cheesman gave a talk, illustrated by lantern slides on a collecting 
expedition to New Caledonia made in 1949-1950, an abstract of which appeared 
on page 2. 

The President communicated, on behalf of Professor Carpenter who was 
unable to be present, a preliminary note on the butterflies of the genus Huploea 
in New Caledonia. Professor Carpenter said that his study of Huploea in the 
Pacific, now ready for the press, showed only nine ‘forms’ in the widest sense, 
in New Caledonia, belonging to six species-groups. One was the endemic repre- 
sentative of a widely distributed southern Pacific species, one a representative of a 
complex widely distributed in Papuasia but which, except for one other form in 
Samoa, did not now extend to the east of the Trobriand Archipelago ; one very 
characteristic small form of a large complex extending from New Guinea to Fiji 
but in this particular form only found in New Caledonia and Lifu; two forms, 
one of which was also found in New Hebrides, of a peculiarly isolated species 
extending from New Guinea and the Bismarck Archipelago through the Solomons 
and Vanikoro; three forms of a species widely distributed in Fiji and Australia ; 
and one other representing a typically Papuasian species complex but extending 
as far as Fiji. 

The meeting concluded with a colour-film entitled ‘‘ Nature’s Way,” made and 
kindly lent by Mr. W. G. Baines. ; 

The President expressed the thanks of the Society to Mr. Baines for the 
opportunity to see this film, and remarked on the technical excellence of the 
photography. 

E. B. Britton, Honorary Secretary. 


The next meeting will be held on 2nd April at 5.30 p.m. 
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ADDITIONS TO. THE LIBRARY. 


Presented. 


Lindroth, Carl H. Die Fennoskandischen Carabidae. Hine tiergeographische 
Studie. Parts 1 and 2. Meddelanden fran Géteborgs Musei Zoologiska Av- 
delning: 109, 110. 1945. [Mr. E. B. Britton.] 

Pinhey, E. C. G. The dragonflies of Southern Africa. 4to. Transvaal Museum 
Memoir 5. 1951. [The Trustees of the Transvaal Museum.] 

Proceedings of the Entomological Society of Manitoba. Nos. 1-6. 4to. Winnipeg. 
1945-50. - [Continuation to follow as published.] [The Entomological 
Society of Manitoba. ] 


Purchased. 


Cavro, E. Catalogue des Hyménopteres du Departement du Nord et régions loma- 
trophes. 2 parts. 8vo. Paris. 1950-51. 

Eckstein, Karl. Die Schmetterlinge Deutschlands mit besonderer Beriicksichtugung 
threr Biologie. Vols. 1-4 (in. one). 8vo. Stuttgart. 1913-23. 

Giner Mari, J. Himendpteros de Espana. 3 vols. 8vo. Madrid. 1943-45. 

Jeannel, René. Coléoptéres Carabiques de la Région Malgache. (Troisiéme partie). 
8vo. Paris. 1949. Faune del Empire frangais XI. 

Wright, F. R. Elliston. Braunton. A few nature notes. Revised edn. 8vo. 
Barnstaple. 1932. 

In addition, separates were presented by Mr. W. D. Hincks; The American 
Entomological Society ; Mr. A. N. Clements; Mr. HE. 8. Brown; Anti-Locust 
Research Centre ; Dr. T. T. Macan ; Dr. J. L.Cloudsley-Thompson ; Mr. W. H. R. 
Lumsden; The Smithsonian Institution; Dr. T. Jaczewski; Commonwealth 
Institute of Entomology ; Dr. A. da Costa Lima; Professor W. Roepke; Dr. 
N. E. Hickin; Mr. M. Niblett ; and Mr. A. L. Capener. 
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